
July 
Kellswater Benefit Concert 

 

August 

Isesaki Schools Visit 

Kellswater in Isesaki 

 

September 

Fall Festival 

Hispanic Heritage Month 

 

October 

Citizens Trip to Japan 

 

November 

Board of Dir. Workshop 

 

Full Listing of SSCA 

Events on Page 5 

Baseballers Hit Home Run 

in Mexico  

Page 1 

Delegation Visits Japan 

Evangel Players in Mexico 

 

Page 2 

JRB Band Visits Mexico 

 

Page 3 

ArtsFiesta! 

 

Page 4 

Home-Stay Experience 

 

Page 5 

Padilla Visits Students 

Calendar of Events 

 

Page 6 

Kite Festival 

 

Page 7 

Presidentôs Message 

Summer 2010 Newsletter 

Old Friends Reunite 

    

       In February, seven Springfieldians 

departed through the new Springfield-

Branson National Airport for our sister 

city of Isesaki, Japan. These travelers 

represented both the Sister Cities 

Board of Directors as well as the City 

of Springfield. 

      Greg Burris, City Manager, and 

Bob Stephens, Springfield City Coun-

cil General member, represented our  

local government. They were joined by 

John Price, president of the local Sister 

Cities Association; Bob Jones, vice-

president; Russ RuBert, SSCA Board 

member, and his wife Pam, who is a for-

mer Board member. Cindy Jobe, coordi-

Upcoming  

!ÈÚÌÉÈÓÓɯÊÖÕÛɀɯ×ÈÎÌɯƖ 

Delegation members attend a welcome reception  

  )È×ÈÕɯÊÖÕÛɀɯ×ÈÎÌɯɯƚɯ 

Latest Delegation to Isesaki 

Rekindles Friendships  

In This Issue  

Springfield Sister  

Cities Association 

By Bob Stephens 

By Dennis Whaley 

      Twelve  members of the 

Evangel University baseball 

team were in the city of 

Tlaquepaque, Mexico playing 

the city league teams from 

Saturday, May 29 - Saturday, 

June 5. Baseball is a popular 

local sport, and the games 

drew hundreds of fans. In   

addition to playing against the 

Tlaquepaque team, the Evangel Crusad-

ers, together with their Mexican amigos, 

went each morning and conducted youth 

Evangel University Baseball Team during visit to Mexico  
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baseball camps in the 

inner-city. 

      The invitation to the 

team came about 

through the Springfield 

Sister Cities Associa-

tion/Rotary Club rela-

tionship. As Evangelôs 

Director of University 

Relations, I gave two 

members of the Tlaquepaque Chamber of Commerce a 

tour of EUôs campus in January 2009. They were im-

pressed with Evangelôs baseball field house and pro-

gram. 

      Baseball is a sport growing in popularity in central 

Mexico, and Tlaquepaque had been looking for an 

American team that would be willing to come play 

their city league. The representatives from 

Tlaquepaque also were excited about the positive    

impact that players could have on the young men and 

boys of their city. 

      Sponsors for the event included Corporate Busi-

ness Systems, Empire Bank, Morelock-Ross Builders, 

and former Mayor Tom Carlson. After playing in 

Tlaquepaque for three 

days, the Crusaders 

worked with inner-

city orphan children 

in a poverty-stricken 

project in the city. 

      ñItôs a real privi-

lege to go to another 

country where I can 

share friendship with 

my Hispanic brothers 

and show how we 

play the game of 

baseball in the U.S.,ò said EU Pitcher Al Lebron, Or-

lando, Fla. ñAlso, this trip gave us a better understand-

ing of a different culture and other people. It is a great 

opportunity for the baseball team to go out and touch 

the lives of others outside of the U.S.ò 

      This trip exemplified what Evangel is all about: 

Teaching students to integrate faith, learning and life. 

In this case, itôs playing baseball. Our students did 

what they do ð played baseball ð and in doing that, 

they were positive role models to young men in an-

other country, having a chance to touch the lives of the 

children and share beyond baseball one-on-one. This 

is what Evangel does best. 

Evangel University and Tlaquepaque teams pose for a group 

photo at the end of a long, but rewarding week  

  Tlaquepaque feels like a second home 

after one visit. Our group of aging rockers ï the JRB 

bandðwas treated like stars, both for our first few 

nights at Quinta Don Jose, and during a home stay 

with the famous musician Paco Padilla and his won-

derful family. Our main gig was on the City Square 

with an audience of hundreds and a Mariachi band 

escort to the stage from City Hall. But we also 

played behind closed doors our last night with some 

of Mexicoôs most talented and accomplished        

musiciansða select audience of Springfieldians,  

including the Reinerts and Bixlers, there on a Rotary 

project visit. 

      Like Springfield, much of the beauty of 

Tlaquepaque is hidden behind the doors of its build-

ings. In 

Tlaquepaque, 

these doors are 

set in many 

colored walls 

against its  

narrow sidewalks 

and streets. From 

a busy, noisy 

small city street, 

you enter the quiet luxury and open-air living of   

gardens, courtyards, and open living areas filled with 

fragrant trees and singing birds. 

      But the people are what make these Edens so 

special. The hospitality of Arturo Magana and the 

Padilla family made us feel as relaxed and as at 

home in their places as in our ownðin fact, some 

days, more relaxed!  If you have not already visited, 

please go. You can call it a Sister City trip, but itôs 

an indulgence, too. 

JRB Rocks It Out In 

Tlaquepaque 
By Bob Jones 
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JRB Band Relaxes over some tunes at 
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